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more vigorous assimilation which by its peculiar activity produces the phenomenon 
of inhibition. 

We may add that according to Verworn (and perhaps he is right) the rigidity 
of the Egyptian snake Naja Haje, which is produced by a slight pressure of the 
neck below the swelling of the head when in a striking attitude, is of a different 
character. The fact possesses a peculiar interest on account of the Biblical report 
of the tricks of Egyptian priests in which Moses is said to have surpassed them. 
Verworn says that in the hen, the frog, the guinea pig, etc., the cause of the rigid- 
ity is the exertion made for the sake of freeing themselves from the awkward posi- 
tion, but the Naja Haje becomes motionless through the pressure upon a definite 
(although not well circumscribed) region of the body (p. 41). He observed, how- 
ever, that the snake when rendered motionless, merely resembles a stick ; it is not 
stiff but flaccid and pliant. (See second cut.) p. c. 

Handbuch der menschlich-naturlichen Sittenlehre fOr Eltern und Er- 
zieher. By A. Doring. Stuttgart : Fr. Frommanns Verlag. 1899. Pages, 
415. Price, 5 M. 

The German society for ethical culture proposed a prize competition for a 
satisfactory ethical text-book for parents and educators, but the prize was not 
awarded. Hence the author believes that the demand is not yet satisfied and offers 
his book as an attempt to compile the main results of morality on a scientific basis 
in a popular form. He claims that the ethical (das Sittliche) is something which 
does not change with the change of time but remains essentially the same. Its high- 
est doctrine is never to harm a sentient being without necessity and without an im- 
perative reason, but on the contrary to further as much as possible the welfare of 
every sentient being" (p. 33). The author's position is characterised by excluding 
God and man's own self from the domain of an ethical motivation ; for although 
God is regarded in the Bible as a sentient being, we cannot according to a modern 
conception of the Deity believe that we can do him any harm. This, however, does 
not exclude the fact that those who believe in God can subjectively become guilty 
of immorality in their conduct toward him. 

As to ourselves, Doring thinks we have no direct, but only indirect duties 
viz. , in so far as our personality affects the destinies of other sentient beings. Upon 
this basis the author discusses the virtues : justice in its various relations, duty 
(Berufstreue), goodness (Giite) as shown in taking care of others (Fiirsorge), and 
discretion (Weisheit). The sexual problem and temperance are treated under this 
last head. He then ventilates a number of ethical problems such as sympathy and 
love, adaptation to society, conscience, original sin, stirpiculture ; a special part is 
devoted to the realisation of morality, and the book ends with the author's special- 
ised advice as to the way children should be educated before they attain the matur- 
ity in which they can receive the instruction of ethical culture. 

The book contains nothing that could be called startling or new, except in 
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omitting the powerful impulses of religious enthusiasm. Even the societies for 
ethical culture will hesitate to introduce or recommend it, for it seems only to re- 
veal the unsatisfactory character of ethics based simply on sentimentality and sep- 
arated as a matter of principle from religion and philosophy. p. c. 

Sozialpadagogik. Theorie der Willenserziehung auf der Grundlage der Gemein- 
schaft. Von Paul Natorp. Stuttgart : Fr. Frommanns Verlag (E. Hauff). 
1899. 
Paul Natorp, Professor of Philosophy in the University of Marburg and Editor 
of the Archiv fiir systematise Ac Philosophic, published some time ago a series of 
articles on the theory of character formation, which are here reproduced in book 
form, not, however, without a careful revision, the result of which is that many 
parts have been recast, and the whole has been systematised and rearranged. Na- 
torp is not only a thinker but an enthusiastic reformer. He comprehends the social 
unrest of the time, and loves to view ethics from a sociological aspect. Without be- 
ing himself a socialist, he endeavors to discover the duties of the individual toward 
the whole, and thus he regards the formation of character as a social pedagogics 
consisting in an extension of the sphere of self and serving as a basis for the common 
interests of society (pp. 68 ff.). The main ideals of his ethics as a sociological phi- 
losophy are based upon Platonism. The virtue of reason is truthfulness ; of the 
will, energy; of the senses and instincts, purity or continence; of social relations, 
justice (Part II., p. 83-192). The third part of this book sets forth Natorp's method 
of education of the will in the house, in the family, and in life, through commun- 
ion with others. History must be so taught as to impart conviction, and ethics 
should become an independent branch of instruction. Religion is the domain of 
sentiment, and far from disregarding it, Natorp proposes to cultivate and purify it. 

p. c. 



CORRIGENDA {The Monist, Vol. IX. No 1). 

Page 44, line 12, from the top, insert comma (,) after mooted. 

Page 44, line 13, delete comma (,) after 1896. 

Page 50, line 4 from above, place a dot over the 1. 

Page 54, line 17 from the bottom, for 3 write 2. 

Page 54, line 9 from the bottom, substitute =^= for =^=. 

Page 55, line 4 from the top, cancel the x next to the last. 

Page 56, line 7 from the top, instead of notions read notion. 

Page 57, line 16 from the top, insert of after expression. 

Page 58, line 16 from the top, insert semicolon (;) after m. 

Page 62, line 15 from the end, behind 1) replace the comma by a colon (: 

E. ScHROEDER. 



